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Mystery of the Ages completed;

printing begins in U.S. facilities

By Michael A. Snyder

PASADENA — Pastor General
Herbert W. Armstrong’s book
Mystery of the Ages went on the
presses July 29, according to Ray
Wright, director of Publishing Ser-
vices.

The Church is having 150,000
copies of the hardbound edition
printed, 75,000 at Arcata Graphics
Co. in Fairfield, Pa., and 75,000 at
an R.R. Donnelley & Sons printing
plant in Crawfordsville, Ind.

“We plan to have hardbound
copies available for Ambassador
students at the beginning of the
1985 academic year,” said Roger
Lippross, production director of
Publishing Services.

The jacket cover, with gold-em-
bossed letters, is being printed at
the Strine Printing Co. in York, Pa.

The 400-page book has seven
chapters and a scripture and subject
index. Mr. Armstrong also wrote an
author’s statement, preface and in-
troduction that precede the seven
chapters.

The book will be mailed to minis-
ters before the Feast of Taberna-
cles. According to Mr. Lippross,

brethren at English-speaking sites

are—seheduled o receive a hard-
bound edition during the Festival.

To be sold in bookstores

*The book was originally written
as a textbook for use in the second-
year Bible class at AC,” said Aaron
Dean, executive aide to Mr. Arm-
strong (see “Herbert Armstrong
Addresses Colleges’ Theology Cur-
riculum,” WN, Jan. 7).

Mr. Armstrong decided 1o offer
the hardbound edition, priced at
$12.95, in bookstores. This presents
the book to an audience that possi-
bly would not read or treat seriously
literature received free of charge.

Dodd, Mead, a publishing house
in New York, N.Y_, is coordinating
distribution. “Dodd, Mead is a well-
established publishing house that
has a reputation for high ethics and
publishing high-quality books,”
Mr. Lippross said.

The Church prepared its largest
advertising campaign for a single
piece of literature to promote the
book, according to Terry Warren,
supervisor of the design graphics
area in Publishing Services.

“We will be advertising in Pub-
lisher's Weekly, Library Journal
and other book trade publications
beginning in late August,” Mr.
Warren said. “This coincides with
the traditional fall launching of new
books into bookstores.

“Then, beginning in October,”
Mr. Warren continued, “a nation-
wide series of consumer ads pro-
moting Mystery of the Ages will
appear in national newspapers.”

Ads promoting Mystery of the
Ages are scheduled to appear in The
Wall Street Journal, the New York
Times, the Los Angeles Times, the
Washington Post and other major
newspapers in California, Florida,
Massachusetts, Michigan, Obhio,
Pennsylvania, Texas, Washington
and Wisconsin.

The ads were prepared in Pub-
lishing Services and reviewed and
approved by Mr. Armstrong. “The
copy for the ads comes directly from
Mystery of the Ages,” Mr. Lip-
pross said. “Even if a person reads
the ad but doesn't eventually buy
the book, he will sull receive a
substantial witness,”

“A massive public relations cam-
paign will also run simultaneously
with the advertising campaign,”
Mr. Warren said. *Over 1,000 ad-
vance copies of Mystery of the Ages
and press kits will be sent to book
reviewers all over the country.”

Intensive effort

After Mr. Armstrong began
writing the book in January, “sev-
eral departments of the Church
cooperated to make sure the book
would come out on time,” said
Dexter Faulkner, managing editor
of the Church’s publications.

“Mr. Armstrong worked on the
book probably hundreds of hours
since January,” Mr. Dean said. “*He
would write a section and then
sometimes later rewrile it to make
sure the material was clearly por-
trayed.

*He wrote sections on the G-I11
[jet], in hotel rooms, in his office
and other places,” Mr. Dean contin-
ued. “When he wasn’t writing the
book, he often talked and thought
about it.

“After most people would com-
plete an intensive project of this
magnitude, they would have to take
a vacation,” Mr. Dean said. “In-

PLANNING MEETING — Pastor General Herbert W. Armstrong (center)
views a proposal on marketing Mystery of the Ages presented by Ray
Wright, director of Publishing Services. Officials from Editorial Services
and Publishing Services attended the June 4 planning session. [Photo by
Warren Watson]

stead Mr. Armstrong now wants to
write some other booklets and arti-
cles that he hasn’t had time to do
while he was working on the book.”

Greg S. Smith, designer for the
book, said Mr. Armstrong was
personally involved from the be-
ginning. “You could say that Mr.
Armstrong was the art director as
well as the author,” Mr. Smith
said. *He met with several people
from Editorial [Services] periodi-
cally to review the design, the
paper stock, the typestyle and
finally, the cover.”

Mr. Lippross said Mr. Arm-
strong personally selected the color
for the book jacket. “With gold
embossed lettering Mr. Armstrong
wanted a regal color, so he selected
a deep shade of purple that is not
normally commercially available.”

To print the cover jacket, Strine
Printing Co. had to specially mix
the purple color.

As each chapter and section was
completed by Mr. Armstrong, the
material was sent to Editorial Ser-
vices where it was reviewed for
style by evangelist Herman L.
Hoeh, Plain Truth editor, and
other members of the Editorial
stalf._Aflter typeset galleys were
produced by Publishing Services,
the material would be sent back to
Mr, Armstrong for approval and
any additional material he would
add.

{See PRINTING, page 3)
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IMd you ever ask vourself: " Who am I?
What am 17 Why am I?7” You are a mystery.
I'he rwovld abowut you is a mystery.
Yo, you can understand!

HERBERT W. ARMSTRONG

NEW BOOK — The jacket cover for Pastor General Herbert W. Arm-
strong’s new book, Mystery of the Ages, has gold foil embossed on the
main title. The cover was printed with a purple ink specially mixed by
Strine Printing Co. in York, Pa. The 400-page book will be available at

English-speaking Feast sites.

‘Some rob themselves’

Second tithe: how to save, use it

By Leslie L. McCullough
God’s true Church keeps His
tithing laws. And we are the only
group in the world, as far as we
know, doing so.

Evangelist Leslie L. McCul-
lough is deputy chancellor of
Big Sandy Ambassador Col-
lege.

God revealed to us, His people, a
special system of money manage-
ment that honors Him and produces
abundant blessings for us. As we
enter the Feast of Tabernacles sea-
son, we should review an important
aspect of God’s commandments
concerning our finances — second
tithe.

Notice Deuteronomy 14:22-23:
“Thou shalt truly tithe all the
increase of thy seed, that the field
bringeth forth year by year. And
thou shalt eat before the Lord thy
God, in the place which he shall
choose to place his name there, the
tithe of thy corn, of thy wine, and of
thine oil, and the firstlings of thy

herds and of thy flocks; that thou
mayest learn to fear the Lord thy
God always.”

For your own use

Here God tells the people they
are to cat of the tithe of their corn,
wine and oil. This then is a different
tithe from the one used to carry out
the work of the ministry.

The first tithe, since the crucifix-
ion of Christ, is given to the
Melchisedec priesthood for the car-
rying out of the work of God’s
Church. It is absolutely forbidden
for people to take of that tithe for
their own personal use.

But this second tithe is for your
use. Why? So “‘thou mayest learn to
fear the Lord thy God always™ —so
you might learn to properly stand in
awe of, revere, respect and worship
your Creator God at His festivals.

Some rob themselves

God commands that you keep this
tithe strictly for your benefit. It is to
provide for your Feast expenses —
for your transportation, lodging,

Pre-Feast Worldwide News

As brethren prepare for the Feast of Tabernacles The World-
wide News publishes this article by evangelist Leslie McCul-
lough explaining the proper use of second tithe, and the box
from Ministerial Services on page 3 explaining the use of
second tithe to supplement Holy Day offerings. More Feast
articles are scheduled for the Aug. 19 pre-Feast issue.

food, entertainment and pleasure
during these days.

In spite of all this, some complain
about having to save this tithe for
their own use. Some save only part
of it. Others wait until it’s time to
leave for the Feast and take their last
check or two, pile the children into
the car and start out for the Feast,
hoping against hope they will have
sufficient cash to keep from running
up a bill they can’t afford to pay.

Perhaps this is the very reason
some of you are not blessed finan-
cially. If you are not paying God His
full tithe, as well as faithfully saving
your second tithe, you are under a
curse. You definitely will not be
blessed until you begin to keep all of
God’s commandments.

Managing your second tithe

Ancient Israel, a farming nation,
was to bring the second tithe of their
corn, wine and oil to the place where
God set His name (Deuteronomy
14:24-25). If the distance was too
great and the produce too bulky,
they could sell this tithe and use the
money to provide transportation to
the Feast and purchase food there.

Some of you reading this article
are farmers by occupation. You
could certainly bring a part of your
second tithe in the form of canned or
frozen fruits, vegetables or meats,
even today. This produce could then
be used to provide your meals at the
Feast.

Others of you work at some trade
or occupation to earn your living.

(See TITHE, page 3)
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Tithe

{Continued from page 1)
You are not paid in produce but with
a salary check. A 10th of that check
should be laid aside each payday to
provide for your expenses to, from
and during the Feast.

Your second tithe should gener-
ally be placed in a bank for safekeep-
ing. Money stuck away in a drawer
could be easily stolen.

It is usually better to keep this
second tithe in a completely sepa-
rate account from your regular
account. That way you will not be as
likely to “borrow™ (steal) from your
second tithe and find yourself in
serious trouble.

Don’t rationalize that you can
“borrow™ from your second tithe
and repay it later. This method
usually doesn’t work, and you are
not being honest with yourself or
God. Tithes are to be paid first.
Don’t miss the Feast and lose out
spiritually.

Also, by putting your second
tithe in a savings account, you can
earn a small amount of interest on
your account.

God expects you to use your sec-
ond tithe properly and not just
“blow it.” Anyone can throw money
away. In Deuteronomy 14:24-27,
God tells you some of the ways in
which you are to use your second
tithe.

Use — don’t abuse — your tithe

One of the chief items, of course,
is food. But here the principle is also
revealed that transportation to,
from and during the Feast, lodging
and any Feast-related expense is
also included. Let’s notice how you
should properly use your second
tithe.

Can you use a portion of your sec-
ond tithe for automobile repairs to
gotothe Feast? Can you buy tires or
a battery, for instance?

Under these circumstances, ask

yourself, “TSthisexpense necessary

in order to attend God’s com-
manded Feast, or is it simply work
the car needs and this would be an
easy way to pay forit?"

If your car needs repairs for you
to attend the Feast, you may pay a
certain portion of the cost from sec-
ond tithe. Figure the number of
miles you drive each year. Then fig-
ure what percentage of those miles
is driven in attending God’s Feasts.
If you drive an average of 10,000
miles a year and the mileage driven
to attend God’s Feast is 2,000 miles,
you could pay one fifth of the annual
upkeep of your automobile from
your second tithe. This principle
would apply to tires or any other

But the most important thing to
remember is that you need to attend
God’s Feast. That is God’s com-
mand (Deuteronomy 16:16). You
could spend the bulk of your second
tithe fixing your car and then not
have enough money left to pay for
your Feast expenses. Obviously this
would not be the thing to do.

What about buying clothing with
second tithe? Normally, you should
not plan to buy clothing with your
second tithe, except for special types
of clothing that would be needed at
the Feast but would not normally be
a part of your wardrobe.

Brethren from warmer climates
who travel to the Feast in Regina,
Sask., or Saratoga Springs, N.Y.,
might have to buy heavier and
warmer clothing than they normally
need at home. It is all right to use
second tithe for clothing under such
special circumstances.

Rarely should you buy an integral
part of your wardrobe with second
tithe. However, such an exception
might arise in the case of an individ-
ual who simply does not have proper
clothing to wear to attend God's
Feast and could not otherwise afford
it. We should all appear before God
well groomed and nicely dressed.

Looking to the Millennium

People have asked whether they
could buy slipcovers for their furni-

ture, tricycles for their children or
fishing equipment for Dad. Even
though these items would not be
used primarily at the Feast, they rea-
son that the scripture says you are to
buy whatsoever your soul desires
(Deuteronomy 14:26), and their
soul certainly desires slipcovers, tri-
cycles or fishing equipment. This
iserroneousreasoning.

God is talking about buying
whatever you might desire to be
used at the Feast — primarily food,
drink and good-quality housing.

The whole reason for spending
your tithe this way is that you may
rejoice and look forward to the won-
derful time of the Millennium.

Then is it wrong to buy gifts for
the children and family? No. But
use wisdom. You should not buy
your child expensive gifts simply
because it is from your second tithe.
Suitable toys, books or games that
will help make the Feast enjoyable
for your child are perfectly all right.
But do not buy the year’s supply of
toys on the way to the Feast. Nor
would it be appropriate to buy
expensive cameras and watches or
personal gifts out of second tithe.

In the meantime, you should
teach your child the principles of
tithing the year around. If your
child is old enough to have a small
income from mowing lawns or doing
odd jobs around the neighborhood,
teach him to pay God’s first tithe
and to save a second tithe. Regard-
less of your child’s age, teach him
how to use money properly by giving
him asmallamount and guiding him
in spending it during the Feast.

And before you go to the Feast,
think about another explicit com-
mand God has given His people:

“Three times in a year shall all
thy males appear before the Lord
thy God in the place which he shall
choose; in the feast of unleavened
bread, and in the feast of weeks, and
in the feast of tabernacles: and they
shall not appear before the Lord
empty: Every man shall give as he is
able, according 1o the blessing of the
Lord thy God which he hath given
thee” (Deuteronomy 16:16-17).

God instructs us to show our
respect for Him and appreciation
for His blessings by giving Him
offerings during the Holy Day sea-
sons.

When it comes time in services to
take up an offering, you should not
throw into the basket whatever you
think you can spare at the moment.
Y ou should consider and prepare for
the offering long before you get to
services — perhaps even before you
go to the Feast. Plan your offerings
“according to the blessing™ God has
given you throughout the year. And
remember that “God loveth a cheer-
ful giver™ (11 Corinthians 9:7).

Is it right to plan your trip to the
Feast so that one or two natural won-
ders and scenic spots might be
included on the way? Since these
wonders help us realize the glory of
our God, the answer is yes.

These side trips might take you
slightly off your regular route. But
when the trips begin to entail addi-
tional hundreds of miles in the oppo-
site direction of the Feast, they
should not be taken on second tithe.

Some have wanted to detour sev-
eral hundred miles to see relatives
and haven’t been too pleased when a
minister advised against it. Some-
times it may be all right to plan to
see your family before or after the
Feast. But such a visit must not be
allowed to detract from the main
reason for the trip— the observance
of God’s Holy Days that picture His
plan of salvation. If the reason for
the trip is to see the family — and,
incidentally, you are going to one of
God's Festivals — that is wrong.

Use second tithe at home?

What about those who do not
have sufficient second tithe to go to
the Feast? Can they stay home and
use what they have there? Deuter-
onomy 12:17-18 declares: ““Thou
mayest not eat within thy gates the
tithe of thy corn, or of thy wine, or of
thy oil . . . But thou must eat them
before the Lord thy God in the place
which the Lord thy God shall
chooses: "

God says we must use our second

omy 14:22-27).

aside for Holy Day offerings.)

Use of Second Tithe
for Holy Day Offerings

Pastor General Herbert W. Armstrong has taught for more than
40 years that the second tithe is to enable members to attend
God's Holy Days — especially the Feast of Tabernacles. The
second tithe is saved for that purpose, not as offerings for the
Church’s work. The Scriptures are clear on this point (Deuteron-

However, members may supplement their Holy Day offer-
ings with second tithe provided they have first carefully
planned to meet all their Festival expenses, sent in their tithe
of the tithe and have shared a portion of their excess tithe with
less fortunate members by sending it to headquarters for distri-
bution or turning it in at the Feast site.

Those who fulfill these prior obligations and still have second
tithe left over, may give it in addition to their regular Holy Day
offerings. (That is, above and beyond the amount already set

tithe only in going to and from the
Feast and for expenses there.

During the Feast of Unleavened
Bread and the other Holy Days, ser-
vices may take place right in your
own area. In that case, you could use
a small amount of your second tithe
for expenses of those feasts because
that is where God has put His name
for those feasts.

However, remember that the
Feast of Tabernacles is the time
when God's Church all gathers
together to keep a feast. Never cut
yourself short by spending toomuch
money at the other feasts so that you
cannot be with God's people at the
great Feast in the fall.

Proper use at the Feast

Just how should you use your sec-
ond tithe in going to the Feast and
while you are there?

Some families in the past have
journeyed to the Feast by sleeping
each night in their car. In the morn-
ing, they stop at a supermarket, buy
some fruit and cereal and eat in the
car. At nightfall they once more curl
up in the car for a few short hours of
uncomfortable, cramped sleep.

It wasn't that these people didn’t
have sufficient second tithe to eat in
restaurants and sleep in motels.

BOOK LAUNCH — Greg S. Smith (left photo), art director for special projects in Editorial Services, checks color
on the Mystery of the Ages jacket cover at Strine Printing Co. in York, Pa., July 29. Right photo, Roger Lippross
(right), production director for Publishing Services, and Terry Warren, supervisor of the design graphics area,
review advertisements July 26 prepared for The Wall Street Journal to promote Mystery of the Ages. [Photos
by Jim West and Kevin Blackburn]
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“Several times Mr. Armstrong
would add a paragraph or rewrite a
section after the material was type-
set,” Mr. Faulkner said. “It was
definitely an exciting experience to
work with him on this important
project.”

After Mystery of the Ages is

distributed to brethren, Mr, Arm-
strong plans to offer the hardbound
edition to co-workers, according to
Mr. Dean.

Paperback edition

According to Mr. Lippross, a free
paperback edition is scheduled to be
available in January, 1986, and for-
eign-language editions are sched-
uled to be distributed to brethren
worldwide *“probably during the

1986 Feast of Tabernacles.”

The book began running serially
in the July-August Plain Truth.

This has two advantages, accord-
ing to Mr. Lippross. “First, millions
of Plain Truth readers will be able
to read the book for free serially,
and second, it gives us a chance to
translate the book using our regular
Plain Truth translators instead of
contracting for the extra expense of
additional translation.”

They simply denied themselves so
they could turn in a large amount of
excess second tithe after the Feast.

They unwittingly disobeyed one
of the major commands concerning
the Feast. They weren't able to
rejoice before God. They stoically
deprived themselves of the enjoy-
able, pleasant time they should have
been having.

Traveling to and from the Feast,
and during the Feast, you should use
second tithe in order to eat in good
restaurants and stay in nice motels.
You should learn to appreciate the
finer things that you are not able to
afford at other times of the year. In
this way, you will learn to appreciate
quality: this has a spiritual applica-
tion for eternity.

God expects us to live balanced
lives. It is right to use your second
tithe to eat in good restaurants and
to stay in fine motels. But it isn't
right to squander and throw away
second tithe just to get rid of it. God
isn’t a waster. He doesn’t want any-
one of us to be, either.

Since the Feast is observed in
many different locations around the
carth, many of you have only short
distances to travel to attend. Many
with good-paying jobs find they
have an abundance of second tithe
even after they pay all their
expenses.

Because of this superabundance,
some few bring reproach and ridi-
cule on the Church of God by
unthinkingly squandering their
money just to get rid of it. They feel
they must spend it all on themselves
lest they be deprived of what is
rightfully theirs,

Excess second tithe

What if you are one of those who
was abundantly blessed by God and
have an excess of second tithe? You
paid your tithe of the tithe, took care
of all your needs and still have mon-
ey left over. What are you supposed
todo withit?

God's way is the way of giving,
sharing and outgoing concern. Jesus
said, *“ ... freely ye have received,
freely give™ and “It is more blessed
to give than to receive™ (Matthew
10:8, Acts 20:35).

God repeatedly exhorts us to
remember the Levite, the widow,
the fatherless, the poor and the
stranger within our gates. The
Levitical priesthood was replaced
by Christ’'s ministry today. God's
ministers do not save a second tithe,
even as the Levites didn’t. Your
excess second tithe helps pay their
way to the Feast so they might teach
you the plan of salvation.

Your extra second tithe also is
used by the Church to help some of
the elderly or widows who have no
second tithe to attend the Feast.
God will bless you for allowing
someone else to share in your abun-
dance.

Let’s all look forward to the most
marvelous Feast ever by determin-
ing right now to be there rejoicing
before God. Really enjoy the abun-
dance God gives you. Drive care-
fully. Pray for the safety of your
brethren around the world, and
don’t forget to thank the loving God
who makes your rejoicing at the
Feast possible through the second
tithe He gives to you.



